
‘Worship at home’  
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We come to worship remembering that 
whether we gather with others or alone, 

we are God’s people. As we know ourselves to be welcome 
 and loved, may we offer welcome and love to those around us.  

Light a candle as you reflect on the presence of Christ,  
with you always. 

 

Opening inspired by Psalm 30 
Sing praises to God, all you faithful ones  
God hears us in our fear and our sorrow 
Where there was no way 
God leads us in a new way 
Where there was no mercy 
God surprises us with fresh mercy 
Where there was weeping 
God invites us to step into a new dance. 

— written by Rev. Susan A. Blain Worship Ways http://uccfiles.com/ 

 
Reflect on your own spiritual journey. 

 

You might think particularly of the first time you were aware of 
God’s love and grace working in your life, or of times when you 
have experienced this in new ways.  
 

Have there been particular people or events  
that have helped you to grow in faith? 

 

Have there been times when you have been aware  
of helping others to grow in faith? 

 
Jesus’ ministry focussed on welcome 
and hospitality, showing God’s love and 
grace, bringing healing and peace, and 
proclaiming the hope of the kingdom of 
God. Jesus’ followers were encouraged    

  and empowered to do likewise.       1 Hermano Leon ClipArt 
http://seedstuff.blogspot.com 
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Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
After this the Lord appointed 
seventy-two others and sent 
them two by two ahead of him 
to every town and place 
where he was about to go. He 
told them, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest 
field. Go! I am sending you 
out like lambs among wolves. 
Do not take a purse or bag or 
sandals; and do not greet 
anyone on the road. “When 
you enter a house, first say, 
‘Peace to this house.’ If 
someone who promotes 
peace is there, your peace 
will rest on them; if not, it will 
return to you. 
Stay there, eating and 
drinking whatever they give 
you, for the worker deserves 
his wages. Do not move 
around from house to house. 
“When you enter a town and 
are welcomed, eat what is 
offered to you. Heal the sick 
who are there and tell them, 

‘The kingdom of God has 
come near to you.’ But when 
you enter a town and are not 
welcomed, go into its streets 
and say, ‘Even the dust of 
your town we wipe from our 
feet as a warning to you. Yet 
be sure of this: The kingdom 
of God has come near.’ 
 “Whoever listens to you 
listens to me; whoever rejects 
you rejects me; but whoever 
rejects me rejects him who 
sent me.” The seventy-two 
returned with joy and said, 
“Lord, even the demons 
submit to us in your name.” 
He replied, “I saw Satan fall 
like lightning from heaven. I 
have given you authority to 
trample on snakes and 
scorpions and to overcome all 
the power of the enemy; 
nothing will harm you. 
However, do not rejoice that 
the spirits submit to you, but 
rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven.”  

New International Version 

 
What would you have found 
most challenging if you were 

one of the seventy-two  
sent out by Jesus? 

 
 

https://www.sahayaselvam.org 

https://www.sahayaselvam.org/


What do you find the most 
challenging today  

as you seek to show love and 
grace, bring healing and   

     peace, and proclaim the hope 
of the kingdom of God? 

 
Jesus’ followers were simply ordinary people who were 
committed to sharing God’s love and grace with those around 
them. They had no special training, no theology degrees or 
proven experience in evangelism. They did not even have Bibles 
to quote from or give away! What they had were their own stories, 
so that they could speak from their own experience of what Jesus 
was doing and saying and teaching, and the difference this was 
making in their lives. They were empowered to go, to be 
themselves, to be faithful in their calling. If they were well 
received, they were to continue. If not, they were not to become 
discouraged or upset, but to shake the dust off their feet and keep 
going.  
 

We too find that God gifts us, just as we are, 
to do what we are called to do. We are 
simply to be ourselves, ordinary people, 
and allow the spirit of God to work within 
and through us. We each have our own 
story about how Jesus Christ has made a 
difference in our lives. By what we say, by 
what we do, and by who we are, we will 
witness to God’s love and grace. We are 
called and gifted and empowered by God to 
be who we are, not someone we are not.  
 

The same could be said of our church communities. So often we 
want big effective outreach programs and inspirational 
preachers. Perhaps we are called to simply be ourselves, 
ordinary congregations, and allow the spirit of God to work in and 
through us, that we might witness God’s love and grace to those 
around us, and proclaim the kingdom of God.           3 



Reflect on how you share God’s love and grace  
with those around you.  

 

Is this by what you say? What you do?  
Who you are? 

 

When the disciples return to Jesus, they are filled with joy.   
When we do what Jesus asks of us, when we travel the “easy” 

path of vulnerability, humility, and peace-making,  
evil trembles.  Demons fall.  The world changes.   

God’s kingdom comes.   
And yet.  It's amazing how often I needlessly complicate the 
Christian life.  “But what does God want me to do?” I groan. 

What is God's will?  How shall I hear God's voice and discern 
God's plan? Are the answers really all that hard?   

Do justice.  Love mercy.  Walk humbly.   
Pray, listen, learn, and love.  Break the bread, drink the wine, 

bear the burden, share the peace.   
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind,  

and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself. 
Debie Thomas: debie.thomas1@gmail.com 

Prayer 
Loving Saviour,  
What good news have I to share? 
What word of comfort can I bring?  
What burden bear? 
Grant me the courage  
to speak the truth in love, 
to offer grace and hope,  
to serve without restraint. 
In all things, help me to open spaces  
where you may enter in and transform lives  
even as you are transforming mine. Amen 
 

Closing 
You are called to proclaim the good news of God’s love and 
grace, as revealed in Christ Jesus; to live out the kingdom of God  
in what you say, in what you do, and in who you are. May the 
peace of God be with you, and the power of the Holy Spirit guide 
and sustain you. Amen.         4 
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